Conclusion

This text goes to the heart of how God designed and developed the church. It is therefore, at the heart of how a church functions. What is the identity of the church? It is God’s holy habitation. God is the architect, builder, and inhabitant of the church. That establishes its uniqueness. The church is not a human organization; it is a divine organism with a human organization. The church is not man’s idea; it is God’s. The church is not a place where God visits; it is where He dwells. As the people of God who comprise the church, we must give the local church the same priority that God gives it—utmost priority.

Specific Action to Take This Week
Pray that this local church will be what God desires it to be.
Thinking It Through

1. How does the New Testament show God’s priority for the local 


church?

2. How do we measure our own commitment to the local church?
Bruce McLain  California Association of Regular Baptist Churches 

The Identity of the Church
Ephesians 2:19-22
Introduction

What is the church? Why is it unique? 
The second chapter of Ephesians sets forth a clear declaration of salvation by grace through faith. The chapter begins with a dramatic description of the person without salvation. The thrust of the chapter then becomes the union of Jew and Gentile in one new man, the church. The chapter concludes with one of the great descriptions of the church in the New Testament, answering the questions: “What is the church?” and “Why is it unique?” 
I. The Place of the Church (2:19)

A. The Previous Exclusion of the Gentiles from the  


Promises to Israel



1. Strangers



2. Foreigners


 B. The Present Inclusion of the Gentiles with 



Believing Jews in the Church

         

1. Fellow Citizens with the Saints



2. Members of God’s Household



Church saints join the saved of all ages




in the household of God.

The church is not the same as Israel. The church is not a human organization. The church did not begin because of the dream of men.

II. The Foundation of the Church (2:20)

Paul here begins the analogy of the church to a building. 


This analogy is developed in four pictures, beginning with 


the foundation of the building. 
(Foundation/Cornerstone/Temple/Dwelling Place)

A. Its Identity


These are the New Testament apostles and prophets.


B. Its Function


The apostles and prophets were God’s human 



instruments to establish the church.


The church is people. It is built by people working in 
concert with God.

III. The Cornerstone of the Church (2:20)

A. Its Importance


The cornerstone was part of the foundation and was 


the first stone laid. 
“The cornerstone here is the primary foundation-stone at the angle of structure by which the architect fixes a standard for the bearings of the wall and cross-walls throughout.” W. Lloyd
“The cornerstone was the most important stone in the whole building. All other stones were to be in line with it.” 

Harold Hoehner


B. Its Identity


Jesus Christ is the cornerstone.
“Christ himself is the living cornerstone and the apostles and prophets who make up the rest of the foundation needed to be correctly aligned with Christ. All succeeding believers are built on that foundation, causing their lives to be measured with Christ.”

Harold Hoehner
The foundation of people (the apostles and prophets) was dependent on Jesus, the Cornerstone. The church is always dependent upon Jesus.
IV. The Structure of the Church (2:21-22)

Verses 21 and 22 are similar. Verse 21 describes the 


building process and verse 22 identifies the people who 


make up the building, the church.

A. Its Growth



1. Fitted together (2:21)




This describes the fitting together of stones




without the use of mortar.



2. Built together (2:22)



This describes God’s work of uniting the 




Jew and Gentile into one structure.

B. Its Goal



1. Growth into a holy temple  (2:21)




Holiness is one of the goals of the church.


2. A dwelling place of God  (2:22)



God is the inhabitant of the church.

The church is an expanding building. It is a holy building. 
It is the dwelling place of God.

